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YWCA ANNOUNCES RACIAL JUSTICE BREAKFAST KEYNOTE SPEAKER &  
2019 RACIAL JUSTICE HONOREES 

 

 

CINCINNATI— YWCA Greater Cincinnati will host its 18th annual Racial Justice 

Breakfast on April 4, 2019 at Music Hall. The Racial Justice Breakfast is an important 

part of our efforts to create the social changes necessary. 

 

This year attendees will explore personal and community-wide effects of racism and 

hear from a keynote speaker who has been investigating and prosecuting hate crimes 

and police brutality cases nationwide. Individual tickets and corporate tables are 

available at multiple sponsorship levels. YWCA President/CEO Barbara Perez notes that 

“YWCA’s mission to eliminate racism, empower women and promote peace, justice, 

freedom and dignity for all is, unfortunately, more relevant now than ever.” 

 

For more information and nomination forms, please visit www.ywcacincinnati.org or 

contact the YWCA at 513-241-7090.  

 

This year’s keynote speaker, Roy L. Austin, has a substantial prosecutorial background 

with a trial history of cases ranging from domestic violence to human trafficking. He began 

his career as an Honors Trial Attorney with the Criminal Section of the Civil Rights Division. 

In 2000, he joined Keker & Van Nest LLP in San Francisco, as an associate working on 

complex civil and white-collar criminal cases, including a successful pro-bono civil lawsuit 

aimed at preventing racial profiling by the California Highway Patrol. Austin is a former 

deputy assistant to President Obama for Urban Affairs, Justice and Opportunity and a former 

deputy assistant attorney general in the Department of Justice.  

 



The 2019 YWCA Racial Justice Honorees are Iris Roley and Robert C. “Chip” 

Harrod.  

 

Iris Roley, a native of Cincinnati, is an entrepreneur and social activist. An original 

member of the Cincinnati Black United Front (CBUF), Iris implemented a plan of action 

to address the wrongful deaths of two unarmed black men by the Cincinnati Police 

Department in 2000. Iris and the CBUF led the effort to mobilize Cincinnati’s African 

American community to document over 400 instances of police brutality and misconduct. 

The documentation was the catalyst used to file a class action lawsuit against the city of 

Cincinnati, its police department, and fraternal order of police in federal court, with Co-

Plaintiffs the ACLU of Ohio. The lawsuit and eventual settlement in March 2001 is known 

as the Historic Collaborative Agreement and the Memorandum of Understanding 

between the City of Cincinnati and the Department of Justice.  

 

Robert C. “Chip” Harrod is a Cincinnati civic leader and the originator and founding 

president of the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center. He's been in the 

middle of dozens of the region's most sensitive stories including helping to reduce anti-

Muslim sentiment after the Sept. 11 attacks. He was a leader in the repeal of Cincinnati’s 

anti-gay City charter amendment (Article XII), a leading consultant in police-community 

relations, organized the Interfaith Celebration of Cincinnati’s Bicentennial and initiated 

numerous inter-religious dialogues. Chip previously served as president and CEO of 

BRIDGES for a Just Community, an organization that for many years was regarded as 

our region’s leading human relations agency.  

 

About YWCA 

YWCA Greater Cincinnati serves more than 8,500 women, men, and children through 

direct services, 2,700 through our domestic violence hotline, and an additional 1,000 

through community trainings. YWCA Greater Cincinnati focuses on three key pillars: 

empowerment & economic advancement, safety, and racial justice & inclusion. YWCA 

Greater Cincinnati is a United Way partner agency. For information call the YWCA 

Greater Cincinnati at (513) 241-7090 or visit www.ywcacincinnati.org.   
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