
YWCA Greater Cincinnati:  
Every day is a crisis for women in abusive relationships. 

 
Staying at home during the COVID-19 pandemic is the safe thing to do. Unless it isn’t.  
 
This is an extraordinary time, for all of us, as we make significant adjustments to our 
everyday lives to stay healthy, stay safe, and stay home. You may currently be 
experiencing extreme stress, economic anxiety, increased isolation, fear and loss of 
control. YWCA Greater Cincinnati is seeing a cruel side effect, an upsurge in domestic 
abuse. Additionally, being isolated at home can often provide more power to an abuser. 
While sheltering at home provides refuge from COVID-19, it may provide little to no 
protection from Intimate Partner Violence. 
 
Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) is a pattern of abusive behavior used by one person to 
gain and maintain power and control over another person in an intimate partner 
relationship. Anyone can experience IPV, regardless of age, gender, ethnic group, 
nationality, religion, sexual orientation, income level, job skills or level of formal 
education. Abusers may be spouses, ex-spouses, partners, or dates. 
 
IPV continues to be a pervasive issue in our country that affects one out of three women 
and one in five men – and those numbers are growing during these unprecedented 
days. Any approach to ending the epidemic of abuse in our society requires a 
multifaceted approach that includes both prevention and intervention. 
 

Our hotlines have not seen a significant uptick in calls even though local police 
departments are recording an increase of nearly 30% in Domestic Dispute runs. The 
lack of referrals and calls is not because abuse has decreased. It can be attributed to 
isolation and the continuous presence of the abuser in the home. The stay-at-home 
situation is making it drastically more difficult for survivors to connect with support 
networks, get help and report abuse.  YWCA Greater Cincinnati expects an increase in 
the need for shelter services in the weeks to come, and we must be prepared for that.  

 
YWCA Greater Cincinnati served more than 700 survivors at our two shelters in 2019. 
These are the only shelters within five counties serving people fleeing from IPV. All 81 
beds were full every night and two-thirds of those beds were occupied by children 
brought to shelter with their mothers.  
 
For health priorities during this pandemic, we recently moved our residents from the 
close quarters of our shelters to hotel and motel lodging in our region. This move may 
last weeks or months.  
 
Government was largely unprepared for a rise in Intimate Partner Violence and funding 
continues to be very volatile. Our community is known for its tremendous generosity and 
YWCA Greater Cincinnati is looking for your help ensure that we will continue to provide 
needed life-saving services.  



 
You likely know someone who has experienced abuse from their partner or spouse. 
They require your support more than ever. Your gifts are needed today to assist 
survivors, their children and those fleeing from abuse.  
 
Please consider a contribution through our website, www.ywcacincinnati.org/COVID19, 
or text ONAMISSION to 44321to receive instructions to make your gift.   
 
At some point, most of us will be safe to return to our “normal” lives. That’s not the case 
for everyone. Thank you for acting now -and always- to support those fleeing abusive 
relationships and providing a safe place for your neighbors to rebuild their lives.  
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