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Inspiring Business Owner Patty Brisben to Keynote 41st Annual 

YWCA Career Women of Achievement Luncheon 

 

The YWCA Greater Cincinnati has announced that local entrepreneur and Pure Romance 

founder Patty Brisben is the keynote speaker for the Wednesday, May 6th Career Women of 

Achievement Luncheon to be held at Cincinnati’s Duke Energy Convention Center Grand 

Ballroom. 

 

This year marks the 41st year of the YWCA’s recognition of outstanding businesswomen in 

Greater Cincinnati through the annual luncheon and awards program. The event is the largest 

luncheon held at Duke Energy Convention Center and throughout the Midwest, and has drawn 

more than 2,200 attendees.    

Considered one of the region’s world-class-level events, the luncheon has drawn speakers of 

world-wide prominence such as Viola Davis, Maya Angelou, Ashley Judd, Anna Quindlen and 

Geena Davis. 

In 1983, Patty was a single mother of four children working as a medical assistant. To make 

more time for her children and improve the quality of their lives, she took a leap and started 

working as a consultant selling intimacy products following a feature on the Phil Donohue 

Show. Following 10 productive years as a top sales earner, the company she worked for shut its 

doors. With $5,000, Patty launched the company that would become Pure Romance from her 

basement and provided a new opportunity to the 55 consultants who were left stranded when 

the previous company folded. That company would later be known as Pure Romance and 

currently has an extensive network of 30,000 consultants across the United States, Australia, 

New Zealand, Canada, Puerto Rico, and South Africa.   

 

Since founding Pure Romance in 1993, Patty’s drive to empower and educate women and her 

truly inspiring leadership abilities have transformed the company into a multi-million dollar 

business. This has made Pure Romance one of the industry’s foremost companies, as well as a 

credible resource for women’s sexual health education and the second largest women owned 

business in the Greater Cincinnati area.   

 

In 2006, Patty launched the Patty Brisben Foundation for Women’s Sexual Health. In 

collaboration with universities and research organizations, the Foundation aims to lead change 



by directing resources and funding research to advocate for women’s sexual health, and 

advance the understanding of the issues facing women’s sexuality. To date, the Foundation has 

raised over $5 million to support research projects and educational initiatives to ensure women 

have the information they need to live healthy, fulfilled lives.   

 

Patty was recently inducted in to the Greater Cincinnati Business Hall of Fame and was honored 

as a YWCA Career Woman of Achievement in 2017.   

 

“The gift of her friendship is a true honor. I am talking about Patty Brisben. She has been a long-

time avid women’s advocate”, commented Dr. Lakshmi Sammarco, Hamilton County Coroner. 

Dr. Sammarco is a 2020 luncheon co-chair, along with Debbie Hayes, Vice President and COO 

for The Christ Hospital Network. Both have been honored as Career Women of Achievement.  

Dr. Sammarco went on to say, “She embodies the YWCA Career Women of Achievement motto 

“Lift as you climb” and has been a shining example of a servant leader, working tirelessly 

alongside her employees. Being a working mom and caring and loving daughter, mother, and 

grandmother, she has successfully juggled a booming business and a close family. Is it any 

wonder that, like me, so many women find her a genuine inspiration?” 

 

Debbie Hayes added, “Patty is a shining example of lifting as she climbs.  For the past 25 years 

she has quietly but boldly elevated the circumstance of women across the globe.  She is a 

mentor, friend, and an inspiration to countless numbers.  Despite her many struggles, her 

passion for helping others to be successful has been felt strongly and heard loudly by the many 

who have benefitted from her tireless efforts.  It is an honor to have her as our keynote speaker 

at this year’s event.” 

 

Tickets to the YWCA Career Women of Achievement Luncheon are $95 for an individual ticket 

and $1,750 for a table of 10. Visit www.ywcacincinnati.org/careerwomen for  

further information on tickets and sponsorships. The 2020 Career Women of Achievement 

honorees will be announced in March. 

 

The YWCA is on a mission to eliminate racism, empower women, and promote peace, justice, 

freedom and dignity for all. Last year the YWCA served over 8,500 women, men, and children 

through direct services, and an additional 1,000 through community trainings and 2,700 

through our domestic violence hotline. YWCA Greater Cincinnati focuses on 3 key pillars: 

empowerment & economic advancement, safety, and racial justice & inclusion. YWCA Greater 

Cincinnati is a United Way partner agency.  
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