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YWCA ANNOUNCES RACIAL JUSTICE BREAKFAST KEYNOTE SPEAKER &  
2021 RACIAL JUSTICE HONOREES 

 
 

CINCINNATI— YWCA Greater Cincinnati will host its 21st annual Racial Justice Breakfast on October 

13, 2021. Due to COVID-19, the event will be held virtually again this year. The Racial Justice Breakfast 

is an important part of our efforts to create the social changes necessary to end systemic racism.  

 

Attendees will explore personal and community-wide effects of racism and hear from a well-known 

expert on policy and law used to segregate the United States. Individual tickets and corporate tables 

are available at multiple partnership levels. YWCA President/CEO Barbara Perez notes that “As fierce 

activists for racial justice, we demand a world of equity, human decency, and opportunity.  This event is 

one of many YWCA initiatives uniting the Greater Cincinnati community and inspiring attendees to join 

us to create social change, because we can achieve more together than alone.  And together, we will 

rise up and continue to do the work of dismantling systemic racism until injustice is rooted out, 

institutions are transformed, and the world treats women, girls and people of color as equal.”  

 

For more information, please visit www.ywcacincinnati.org/RJBreak or contact Tracy Wells at 513-361-

2120. 

 

This year’s keynote speaker, RICHARD ROTHSTEIN, is a Distinguished Fellow of the Economic Policy 

Institute and a Senior Fellow (emeritus) at the Thurgood Marshall Institute of the NAACP Legal Defense 

Fund. He is the author of The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of How Our Government Segregated 

America, which details how federal, state, and local policy explicitly segregated metropolitan areas 

nationwide, creating racially homogenous neighborhoods in patterns that violate the Constitution and 

require remediation. He is also the author of many other articles and books on race and education, 



including Class and Schools: Using Social, Economic and Educational Reform to Close the Black–White 

Achievement Gap and Grading Education: Getting Accountability Right. 

 

The 2021 YWCA Racial Justice Honorees are RENEE MAHAFFEY HARRIS and PASTOR ENNIS TAIT 

 

Renee Mahaffey Harris  

President/CEO, The Center for Closing the Health Gap 

 

Renee Mahaffey Harris is a committed advocate for the underserved and marginalized populations in 

Greater Cincinnati and the region.  Harris leads The Health Gap in its mission to lead efforts to eliminate 

racial and ethnic health disparities through advocacy, education, and community outreach.  During her 

tenure at The Health Gap, Harris jointly implemented the City of Cincinnati’s Health in All Policy and 

launched several groundbreaking community-based health initiatives, including the Do Right! 

Campaign and the Black Women’s Health Movement, an Ohio collaboration with the national 

organization Black Women’s Health Imperative.   

 

Harris served as a member of Ohio Governor Mike DeWine’s COVID-19 Minority Strike Force, as 

President of Ohio African American Health Disparities Coalition, as Co-Chair of the City of Cincinnati 

Racial Equity Taskforce, and as member of the National Council on Black Health-Subcommittee on 

national programs. Before joining The Health Gap, Harris served as Vice President of Community 

Development with PNC Bank and Director of the Greater Cincinnati Local Initiative Support 

Corporation.  She also worked in leadership roles with former Ohio Secretary of State Sherrod Brown 

and former Congressman Charles Luken in the public sector.  

 

Harris is the recipient of numerous awards, including UC Health’s 2021 MLK Humanitarian Award, 

Urban One’s National Shero Award and as a Black History Month honoree by the City of Cincinnati. 

  

Bishop Ennis Tait  

Senior Pastor and Founder of New Beginnings Church of the Living God of Avondale 

 

Bishop Ennis Tait is a passionate leader who has been an integral part of many peace and justice 

organizations and programs. He leads the Positive Force movement, a grassroots comprehensive 



community engagement and mobilization strategy bringing civic and community leaders together to 

reenergize, reignite and revitalize Black and Brown communities. Through open conversations, Positive 

Force empowers residents to develop solutions to critical issues plaguing their communities in 

collaboration with community groups and resources. Under Positive Force’s banner, he will also lead 

Beyond Civility in its efforts to teach, demonstrate and encourage effective communication among 

civically active citizens holding opposing beliefs.  

 

Bishop Tait also served as Executive Director of Project Nehemiah, a mentoring program promoting 

non-violence that also organized gun buyback programs, as well as vigils and prayer caravans raising 

awareness of homicide victims.  As President of the Faith Community Alliance, he works with faith and 

social service organizations to provide a conduit for communication between the community and local 

government. 

 

Tait’s board service includes the Avondale Community Council, Cincinnati Branch NAACP ACT-SO, 

Cincinnati Preschool Promise, Cincinnati Promise Forward, UC Health Community Advisory Board, 

Habitat for Humanity and many others. 

 

About YWCA 

YWCA Greater Cincinnati has been at the forefront of the most pressing social movements and 

addressing issues affecting women, girls, and people of color for 153 years.  Every day we stand up for 

survivors of domestic violence by providing safety, support, and stability. We foster dialogue, provide 

practical resources, educate, and initiate social change that will create a community of peace, justice, 

freedom, and dignity for all.  We do this work boldly, unapologetically, and collaboratively, fueled with 

the fierce urgency of now. YWCA Greater Cincinnati is a United Way partner agency. For information 

call the YWCA Greater Cincinnati at (513) 241-7090 or visit www.ywcacincinnati.org.         
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