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YWCA Awards Scholarships to 10 Female High School Seniors 

Ten high school females have been awarded scholarships through the YWCA’s Mamie 

Earl Sells Scholars program. The YWCA Mamie Earl Sells Scholarship recognizes female 

African American senior high school students for academic achievements and qualities of 

leadership, extracurricular involvement and community service. The YWCA scholarship stands 

apart from others as it places significant weight on the ability to be successful despite having to 

overcome significant adversity.  

The YWCA Mamie Earl Sells Scholarship Fund, established in 1993, provides financial 

assistance to support the recipients’ post-secondary education costs.  Each fall, nearly 50 

applications from over 20 schools are accepted and an independent panel of community leaders 

and educators makes the final decision on the scholarship recipients.  

The scholarship serves as a memorial to Mamie Earl Sells, a dedicated community 

volunteer who gave her time, intellect, and enthusiasm to the YWCA. The scholarship upholds 

the vision and leadership she provided to the YWCA and its Career Women of Achievement 

program through enacting her philosophy that we must “lift as we climb” by acting as role 

models to the young women of today and tomorrow.  The Mamie Earl Sells Scholarship is 

awarded each year in coordination with the YWCA Career Women of Achievement Luncheon. 

This year’s luncheon is Tuesday, October 20th.  

This year’s honorees include Honorable Mentions each receiving a $500 Scholarship: 

Ida Addo, Wyoming High School; Aissatou Barry, Robert A. Taft Information Technology High 

School; Mariah K. Figgs, Colerain High School; Angel Lasha Godfrey, Gamble Montessori 

School; Tiffany Danielle Johnston, Wyoming High School; Alexia Hannah Otchere, 

Cincinnati Country Day School; Ashlyn Sanders, Woodward Technical Career High School; 

Runners-Up each receiving a $1,000 scholarship:  Coniccia Burnett, Withrow University High 



School and Raven Williams, North College Hill High School; and Top Scholarship Recipient 

receiving a $3,000 scholarship Thalia Grant, Depaul Cristo Rey High School.  

About the Winner: 

A senior at DePaul Cristo Rey High School, Thalia miraculously maintains a 3.9 GPA 

while juggling her academic pursuits, community service, an evening job at Panera and 

extensive care for her siblings. At school, she is known as an exceptional leader and student-

athlete. Thalia is a member of the varsity track team and a cheerleader. Serving as Student 

Council President since 2016, she found time to establish the school’s first mock trial team and 

complete four years of a work study program that provides career readiness assistance to 

women in need. She volunteers at Matthew 25 Ministries, The Society of St. Vincent DePaul 

and Crayons 2 Computers.  

The oldest of five children in a single parent household, Thalia demonstrated 

adaptability, determination and drive when her beloved grandfather and co-caregiver was killed 

in a hit and run accident while Christmas shopping for his five grandchildren. Thalia took on 

additional responsibilities for feeding, bathing and dressing her siblings while her mother works 

long shifts. She has been accepted by 25 universities and will soon make her decision. 

About the YWCA: 

YWCA Greater Cincinnati has been serving our community for 152 years and is 

dedicated to eliminating racism, empowering women and promoting peace, justice, freedom and 

dignity for all. YWCA Greater Cincinnati serves the community through programs focused in 

three key pillars: safety, empowerment & economic advancement, and racial justice & inclusion. 

YWCA Greater Cincinnati is a United Way partner agency. For information call the YWCA 

Greater Cincinnati at (513) 241-7090 or visit www.ywcacincinnati.org.  
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